
The First English Settlements



England Seeks Land
•England=Monarchy (King/Queen 
In Charge)
•Colonies= raw materials for 
English industries
•England seeks to colonize land in 
North America beginning in the 
1580s



The Lost Colony of 
Roanoke

•A man named Sir Walter Raleigh 
was chosen to start an English 
Colony in the New World
•115 Settlers set up camp on 
Roanoke Island (off the coast of 
North Carolina) in 1587
• A man named John White was 
supposed to govern the colony
•As winter approached, John White 
sailed back to England to get 
supplies for the colonists



Where did everyone go?
•In 1588 England went to war with Spain, while John 
was there getting supplies

•No one was able to return to Roanoke Island to 
check on the Settlers until 1590… three years later

•When they returned, all the settlers had 
disappeared without a trace

•The only clue was the word CROATOAN carved into a 
tree 

•This is still one of history’s biggest mysteries!



Jamestown

•The Virginia Company of London Formed in 1607- wealthy men 
who wanted to make more money
•King James I supported this group and granted a Charter to 
establish a colony 
•Charter: a document issued by a government that grants 
specific rights to a person or company
•Spring of 1607, 104 men sailed to Chesapeake Bay and built a 
fort that they named Jamestown



John Smith 
•The original settlers did not do well their 
first winter, they did not have food
•Chief Powhatan of the local Native American 
tribe supplied some food but many died
•John Smith was sent from London in 1608 to 
lead the colony and help it flourish
•His rule: “He who works not, eats not.”
•Women were also brought to Jamestown to grow 
the colony



The Starving Time

•When the Jamestown settlers did not store enough food for 
winter, John Smith raided Chief Powhatan’s villages and 
stole food… 
•The Native Americans were not cool with that

•1609 John Smith was injured and returned to England 

•The settlers did not work while he was away and did not have 
food
•The Native Americans refused to help

•By the end of the winter in 1610 only 60 people survived



Virginia, the first Colony

•Virginia Company of London continued investing in Jamestown

•Eventually the Settlers of Jamestown built more farms where tobacco was the main crop

•The first colony of Virginia was formed

•House of Burgesses: the lawmaking body that governed Virginia with a representative 
government

•Representative Government: the form of government in which voters elect people to make 
laws for them



The Plymouth Colony
• Beginning in the 1500’s England faced 
religious wars, many were persecuted
•In 1620 a group called Separatists (because 
they wanted to separate from the Church 
of England) decided to settle in Virginia
•Pilgrim: a person who takes a religious 
journey (the Separatists are pilgrims)
•They sailed on the Mayflower ship but 
were blown off course and landed in 
Massachusetts
•They named their new settlement Plymouth



The Mayflower Compact
• Because the Pilgrims landed outside of Virginia, they believed 
they were outside of Virginia’s laws
•They still needed rules
•Before they went ashore, they wrote and signed the Mayflower 
Compact
• They focused on a government with “just and equal laws.”
• The Mayflower Compact is the first document where American 
colonists claimed the right to govern themselves 



The First 
Thanksgiving

•The Pilgrims landed too late to 
plant or harvest crops

•The Native Americans helped 
them but many died

•In the Spring Chief Squanto 
taught the Pilgrims how to plant 
crops 

•At harvest time in 1621 the 
Pilgrims decided to set aside a day 
of thanks for their good fortune


